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                      Celebration of the Mass  

Monday   8 a.m., 7:30 p.m. preceded by Holy Hour at 6:30 p.m.  

    Every first Monday of the month 7:30 p.m. Healing Mass 

     & administering of the Sacrament of the Sick 

Tuesday - Friday  8 a.m.  

Saturday  5 p.m.  

Sunday     8 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 p.m., 3 p.m. (Spanish), & 6 p.m. 

Holy Days of Obligations: Check inside bulletin for times.  

 

Reconciliation (Confession)* 

Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.; Saturdays: 4 p.m.– last in line 

Sundays: 9 a.m.-12 p.m. (or last in line), 4 p.m.– last in line.  
No confessions on holy days of obligation or Fridays of Lent. 

Baptism - Required Classes:  

First Tuesday & Thursday of the month, 7:30 p.m. Call parish office to register.  

Visitation of the Sick: Call parish office to schedule visit. 

Funerals: Call parish office prior to making arrangements. 

 

Marriage Prep: Call parish office at least six months to one year prior to wedding. Must attend 

mandatory orientation session the third Thursday of March or September at 7 p.m.  

 

Quinceañera Prep: Call parish office at least six months to one year prior to date of  

celebration. Child must be enrolled in religious education for at least one year. Must attend  

mandatory orientation session the fourth Thursday of March or September at 7 p.m. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION:  
MT 1:18-24 

 

Each Advent season, we prepare to 
welcome Jesus into the inns and 
stables of our hearts. But Jesus’ 
coming wasn’t welcomed by every-
one with choirs of angels. For St. 
Joseph, the first coming of Jesus 
was a bit more complicated. “When 
his mother Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph, but before they lived to-
gether, she was found with child 
through the Holy Spirit.” For Jo-
seph, opening his heart (and home) 
to Jesus meant, at best, appearing to 
all the world like a man who had 
impregnated his wife out of wed-
lock. At worst, he appeared a cuck-
old, raising the child of another 
man. God doesn’t always appear 
the way we expect. 

 

For some of us, the birth of Christ 
is a bit relationally complicated. 
Perhaps over the past few months, 
a loved one has died. This Christ-
mas, you’re taking it upon yourself 
to keep up the traditions and hold the family together. Welcoming Jesus means welcoming 
grief. Perhaps it’s a difficult relative (or two or three) and it’s all you can do to bite your 
tongue and swallow your pride while they’re under your roof. Welcoming Jesus means  
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Parish Mission Statement 

 

We, the people of St. Anthony Mary 
Claret Parish, have as our mission to 
open our hearts and doors to those 
from all walks of life so that they too 
may share in the everlasting presence  
of God. Together we strive to grow  

closer to Jesus Christ through the Holy  
Eucharist. We work to foster the  

development of the parish, not only to 
strengthen our own spiritual awareness, 

but to impact the community as a whole. 

Cont’d on page 2 



WELCOME! 

 

As pastor of St. Anthony Mary Claret Catholic Church, I want to 
express welcome from all of us to you for choosing to become a 
member of our parish family. We hope  you will always feel at 
home here and that our worship and other parochial services will 

fulfill your spiritual needs. 
 

Please complete an online registration form at samcsa.com or a printed one 
which you can find near the entrance of our church in the narthex. Return it 
to the parish office or drop it in the collection basket at your convenience.  
 

I hope you feel welcome here! 
 

Sincerely in Christ, Rev. Jan P. Klak 
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IN OUR PARISH 

GOSPEL MEDITATION, Cont’d from page 1 

 

welcoming strife, discord, and tension. 
 

Yet “do not be afraid,” the angel says. Do not be afraid. Why? Because we celebrate the birth of “Emmanuel, which means ‘God is 
with us.’” Before Jesus’ earthly ministry would begin, Jesus would lose his father, Joseph. God is with us in our grief. Wherever Je-
sus went, he stirred up controversy and faced down challenging personalities. God is with us in our stress. The trick is, like Joseph, to 
allow supernatural grace to prevail. Joseph was a good man, filled with natural virtue in that he didn’t want to “expose [Mary] to 
shame.” Yet he was prepared to “divorce her quietly” all the same. Our natural abilities only take us so far. Where is receiving Jesus 
complicated this Christmas season? Are you relying on your own strength to get you through, or are you truly ready to accept the 
grace of Emmanuel, God with us? 
 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

 

Have you ever asked God for a sign? What were you hoping to see? Signs validate our experience and give us assurance and direc-
tion. We tend to equate God’s signs with miraculous or marvelous events. We even sometimes look for small gestures as signs that 
God is confirming a particular experience or choice we are making. Being overly preoccupied with receiving these kinds of signs 
from God can often signal a lack of faith. Is there anything that can convince us that God is real and with us on our journey? Yes. 
God’s sign has already been given: the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall name him Emmanuel. Emmanuel, God with us, 
is God’s most perfect sign and the only one we need. Our incarnate God is all we need to set us straight and validate our experience. 
Only Jesus can direct us to the Father, to our self, one another, and our world. When our lives are conformed to His, nothing else is 
needed.              ©LPi 

Saturday, Dec. 21 
5 P.M.  Living & Deceased Members of the Houston  
  & Karpovage Families  
  by Bernice & Sam  Houston  

 

Sunday, Dec. 22 
8 A.M.   Mary Padilla† by her Sister, Teresa  
10 A.M.  Alan J. Ponce†; Margaret† & Albert  
  Suarez† by Alma Ponce 
12 P.M.  Rose & Anton Sedlak† by Lucido Family 
3 P.M.   Maria De Jesus Diaz†; Rudy Garcia, Jr.†;  
  Norma Lisa Villanueva† by Mirelia Arguelles 
6 P.M.  Francis L.† & Lucille R. Fleming†  
  by Terry Saathoff 

 

Monday, Dec. 23 
8 A.M.   In Thanksgiving to St. Anthony De Padua 
  by Parishioner   
6:30  Holy Hour 
7:30 P.M. For the Parish 

   

Tuesday, Dec. 24 ***No 8 A.M. Mass /OFFICE CLOSED*** 
5 P.M.   Norman Martin† by Dcn. Jerry & Pat Kozar 
7 P.M.  Joseph† & Ella Kopech†; Joseph L. Stein†;  
  Robert† & Floranna Stein†; Richard  
  Caldwell, Jr.† by Blanchard Family 
12 A.M. Aufemia Garay† by Family 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 25**No 8 A.M. Mass /OFFICE CLOSED** 
10 A.M. John & Mary Krawczynski† by Martha Bednarz 

12 A.M. Daniel R. & Manuela M. Gonzales†; Tomasa 
N. Cabezuela†; Sr. Victoria Hernandez†; 
Souls in Purgatory† by F. Gonzales 

3 P.M.  Santos & Petra Sanchez† by Teresa Revilla 

 
 

Thursday, Dec. 26 
8 A.M.  Alberto Sanchez † by  Martha Sanchez  

   

Friday, Dec. 27 
8 A.M.  Birthday Blessing for Andy Wessel  
  by Bea Peterson 
  Birthday Blessing for Erica Bjornstad 
  by Bill & Jenny Bailey 
 

Saturday, Dec. 28 
5 P.M.  Anniversary Blessings for James & Adelina  
  Fritz by Adelina Fritz  

 

Sunday, Dec. 29 
8 A.M.   Mary Spencer† by Wienecke Family  
10 A.M.  For the Parish 
12 P.M.  Souls in Purgatory†, Jesus & Tila Vasquez  
  By Family 
3 P.M.   Carmen Isales Diaz† by Judy Ruiz 
6 P.M.  Mr. & Mrs. Charles Connor†  
  by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Conner, Jr. 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

  ADVENT RECONCILIATION: 
 THIS SUNDAY, DEC. 22, 7:15 P.M. IN THE CHURCH 

 

Dec. 14/15 attendance &  
collection totals  

unavailable at press time.  

The Christmas Mass schedule can be 
found on page 4. 
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
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PARISH NEWS 

Looking for 
healthy fun?   
Enjoy a variety of music 
and make new friends. 

Join the St. Anthony Mary Claret line dancers 
Tuesdays at 10-11:30 a.m. (with 2 breaks) 

Msgr. Hubertus Hall  
 All ages welcome.   

Questions? Contact Alice Russell @ 210-684-7862. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Weddings: 
  Adam Christopher Stalford  

& Kristine Guevara 
 Joseph Michael Barajas  

& Alyxandria Monique Castillo 

   tuesday, Dec. 24:  

5 p.m., 7 p.m.,  

12 midnight 

 

wednesday, Dec. 25: 

10 a.m., 12 noon,  

3 p.m. (Spanish) 

masseS 

Do you want Financial Peace?  
Financial Peace University is a 9-week program to guide couples and singles to pay off their 

debt and help them have a brighter future. Is it life-changing? Yes! Is it easy?  
No, but we will provide support and encouragement. And, it's practical and do-able.  
If you are interested in taking this course in spring 2020 here at St. Anthony Claret,  

call Michelle Barrentine, facilitator, at 210-688-9273 (voice messages only).   

Help our parish Knights of  Columbus Council 10090 
to keep kids warm this winter!  

Some families lack the resources to adequately meet this 
need. A warm winter coat means mobility. Let’s make life 

a little easier for them. Drop off donations in the  
narthex through January. 
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  January Religious Education Calendar  

Dec. 22 - Jan. 1     *** NO CLASSES - Christmas Break *** 
 
Sunday, Jan. 5 & Wednesday, Jan. 8: Classes in session  
 
Sunday, Jan. 12 & Wednesday, Jan. 15: Classes in session*  
 *Parent classes with Fr. Jan at the same time in Msgr. Hubertus  
   Hall for parents of students in final year of sacramental  
   preparation. 
 

Wed., Jan. 15: 6
th

 Grade Sanctity of Life talk for all 6
th

 graders 

NOT IN FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES. Topic: Suffering and  

Life; 6:45-7:45 p.m. in the church. This replaces their regular  

Jan. 12 or Jan. 15 RE class. Parents encouraged to attend.   

 

    Sunday, Jan. 19 & Wednesday, Jan. 22: *** NO CLASSES *** 

    

    Sunday, Jan. 26 & Wednesday, Jan. 29: Classes in session  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

YOUTH GROUP 
EDGE (middle school): Sunday, Dec. 22, 4-5:45 p.m., Msgr. Hubertus Hall 

THE SUNDAY FUNNIES 

After being away on business for a week before Christmas, Bob thought it would be 
nice to bring his wife a gift. 
 

"How about some perfume?" he asked the sales clerk at the department store. So she 
showed him a bottle of $75 perfume. 
 

"That's a bit much," said Bob. The woman then returned with a smaller bottle costing 
$50. 
 

Bob complained, "That’s still a lot of money." 
 

Growing disgusted, the woman brought out her smallest little bottle of $25 perfume. 

Bob whined, "No, no…what I'd like to see something really cheap!" 

The clerk handed him a mirror. 

CAN YOU HELP? 
We have an urgent need for religious education teachers and assistants for the sessions 

listed below. To volunteer, contact Director of Religious Education Michelle Reynolds  
at reoffice@saclaret.com or210-688-9033, x204. 

 
 Sunday 10:45-11:45 a.m. session: 2 teacher assistants needed  
 

 Sunday 4:45-5:45 p.m. (high school): 3 lead teachers  
     & 3 teacher assistants needed  
 

 Wednesday 5:15-6:15 p.m. session: 5 teacher assistants needed  
 

 Wednesday 6:45-7:45 p.m. session: 2 teacher assistants needed  
 

 Wednesday 6:45-7:45 p.m. (high school): 2 teacher assistants needed  



THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
 

Sunday 22: Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
Monday 23: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66  
Tuesday 24: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79  
  Christmas Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25  
  Midnight : Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14  
Wednesday 25: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18  
Thursday 26: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22  
Friday 27: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8  
Saturday 28: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18  
Sunday 29: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23  

Father, we're your people, the work of your hands. So pre-
cious are we in your sight that you sent your Son, Jesus. Jesus 
calls us to heal the broken-hearted, to dry the tears of those 

who mourn, to give hope to those who despair, and to   
rejoice in your steadfast love. We, the baptized, realize our 
call to serve. Help us to know how. Call forth from among 
us priests, sisters, brothers and lay ministers. With our hearts 
you continue to love your people. We ask this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.  
Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for us! 

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH FAMILY 

Italicized names with an asterisk (*) on this list need updating. 
For those names to REMAIN on this list, you must contact us 

or names will be removed in January. Email 
saclaret@saclaret.com or call 210-688-9033 no later than 

Monday, Dec. 30. Updated list begins January 2020.  
IMPORTANT: Due to space limitations, list is reserved for 

names of parishioners and their immediate family only. 
Names usually run 4 weeks. 

Annette & Dave Whitney 
Mary Navarro 
Sid Wall 
Judith Wall  
Mary Lee Sloan 
Linda Izaguirre 
Harold Shields  
Javier Calderon 
Ray & Carolyn Cole 
George Aldaya 
Sandy Salinas 
Ana Galinski 
Jack & Jeanette Donohue 
Eloise Salazar 
Maria Morales 
Rosa Huerta 
Richard Keller 
Barbara Vanegas 
A.C. Garza 
Olga & Rudy Faz 

Rudy Navarro 
Bishop Yanta 

Nancy Souhrada 
Bill Jennings 
Dee Hancock 

Alyson Oviedo 
Fernando Mascorro 

Grace Heinze* 
Paul Allen* 

Dave Whitney* 
Romana Garcia* 

Adrian & Erika Huerter* 
Margie Morones* 

Tracy Oviedo* 
Linda Santos* 
Mary Sledden* 

Bertha Trevino* 
Gabby Truly* 
Linda Santos  

Tom Calderon Jr.  

Page 6 December 22, 2019 

FAITH & PRAYER 

Join the St. Anthony Mary Claret Vocations Committee this 
month as they pray for local seminarians and for an increase 

in vocations to religious life. These seminarians will be the 
recipients of your prayers this month: 

Blayne Riley Michael Coronado 

The committee also commends to your intercession 
this order committed to the consecrated life:  

Daughters of Mary Mother of Mercy. 

In the weeks  
leading up to 
Christmas, it 
seems every-
where we turn, 
we are pushed to 
spend more, do 
more, entertain 
more, and gener-
ally rush around 
at a frantic pace 
— all to create a 
“perfect” Christ-
mas day (Catholic 
Stewardship   

Consultants). But as Paul says in his letter to the Ro-
mans, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 1:7) We must re-
member that this is the time of peace and joy. Spend 
time with Jesus this Christmas and prayerfully consider 
making a pledge to the On the Way - ¡Ándale! Cam-
paign. It will give you peace and joy.  
 

Merry Christmas and have a wonderful new year!  

 

Visit www.ontheway-andale.org to make a gift. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Debra Bachleda
CPA, PC, Parishioner

TAX AND FINANCIAL
CONSULTING

6800 PARK TEN BLVD. SUITE 217N SAN ANTONIO

210-681-8283
www.debrabachledacpa.com

“Peace begins with a smile.” ~ Mother Teresa

• No insurance? Ask about our 
   affordable in-house dental benefits
• Most dental insurances accepted
• Late hours available
• Ask us about Whitening-for-Life

9179 Grissom Rd., Ste. 137
(At Culebra & Tezel)

(210) 522-1777
www.GiesFamilyDental.com

Lavoyger E. Gies, DDS, PA

Rutkowski 
Plumbing

Specializing in
Residential Repair

Carl Rutkowski
695-3276

Dr. Beverly Kotara Wiatrek
Therapeutic Optometrist

534-8863
3310 East Southcross

“We take
your eyes
to heart”

11624 Culebra Rd, San Antonio, TX 78253
(210) 798-8220 Ext. 10, 11, 12

www.cordi-marian.org

Affordable Advance Planning Available
Traditional Burial Plots • Family Estates • Designated Military Sect.

Cremation Niches • Infant Garden

TCT TAX SERVICE
210-670-9700

Email: tct@tcttax.com
www.tcttaxpreparationsanantonio.com

Gary Carpenter
EA, NTPI Fellow

Parishioner

Tax Preparation and IRS Representation
Payroll & Business Services.

Contact Tina Watson to place an ad today! 
twatson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5850

COMMUNITIES FOR KIDZ PRESENTS:

KIDZ NITE OUT PARENTS NITE OFF!
OPEN MOST FRIDAYS 7:00PM - 10:30PM

ALL KIDS IN K-6TH GRADE WELCOME!
KIDS FROM ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS WELCOME!    $15 ADMISSION

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE SEE WEBSITE www.fridaynitelive.com

In Celebration of our 
20 Year Anniversary

Please accept this gift as a  
token of appreciation for  
your trust and patronage.

8008 West Military Drive   •   210-645-6000 
www.castleridgemortuary.com

$250.00 OFF
Any Funeral or Cremation 
service, Pre-arrangement  

plan, and most monuments.“You are with Family”

Elsa Lleras, Parishioner
San Antonio, TX

CONNECT WITH ME
youravon.com/elleras

210-884-5851
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High Gear Collision
Auto Body Shop

17040 FM 1283, Mico  12 miles outside 1604 and Culebra

210- 268-8884
We treat our customers like family, providing honest

dependable work on every job we perform.
• Insurance Claims • Personal Vehicles

• Commercial Vehicles • Paintless Dent Repair
• Fleet Vehicles • Truck/Car Accessories • Chrome Shop

Nick S. Aguilar M.D.
3303 Rogers Road, Suite 130, San Antonio, TX 78251

210-520-2224  |  www.aguilarfhc.com
Located near Sea World

Proud to be your neighbor!
National Shooting Complex

(210) 688-2542
www.nationalshootingcomplex.com

We can HELP YOU with Home, Auto, and Business Insurance 
AND Life & Retirement Planning

Gus Aguirre Jr & Cindy Aguirre

210-245-5600 • Callaghan
210-533-6770 • E Southcross

210-432-8383 • Bandera
CALL ANY LOCATION

cindyaguirre@allstate.com
gaguirrejr@allstate.com

Manuel Maltos
Parishioner
Personal Injury lawyer

manuel@maltoslaw.com • www.maltoslaw.com

8600 Wurzbach Road, Suite 702 • San Antonio TX • 210-598-8474

Betty Jean & 
Louis Roger 

Cardona
REALTOR®

Parishioners®

5739 Callaghan Rd., Ste. 102-A
San Antonio, TX 78228

Betty Jean: 210.679.8176
Louis Roger: 210.737.2998

Office: 210.544.7522
Email: cardona.realtor@gmail.com

Attorney

Wills • Trusts • Probate
LLC Formation
Business Law

210-949-1000
The Law Office of Kathleen Cassidy Goodman, PLLC

12274 Bandera Rd., #222 • Helotes, TX 78023
KCGLaw@att.net • www.BexarLaw.com

Contact Tina Watson to place an ad today! 
twatson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5850

Contact Tina Watson to place an ad today! 
twatson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5850

DO YOU NEED TO BUY, SELL OR RENT A HOME? 
CALL TODAY

www.fischermannrealty.com
Fischer Mann Realty, LLC

• New Home Specialist 
• Pre-Owned Homes  
• Property Management 
• Commercial

Anthony Fetter 
210-632-1485 

afetter@fmrtx.com 

Ralph Sanchez 
210-723-6934 

rsanchez@fmrtx.com 

John P. McPhillips
Financial Advisor

 
• Wealth and Retirement
   Savings Strategies
• Business Retirement Plans
   (401Ks / IRAs)
• Insurance Protection Needs
• Estate and Legacy Strategies

I can provide a complimentary 
review of your current retirement 

strategy.
 
I’m in your neighborhood 
11923 Culebra Rd. Bldg 2, Ste 105
San Antonio, TX 78253
 

(210) 688-9664
www.edwardjones.com/john-mcphillips

Member SIPC

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

Raymond Garza
Realtor®  •  Parishioner 

210-807-0753
8026 Vantage Dr #100

garza.raymond@sbcglobal.net


