
GOSPEL MEDITATION: MK 9:2-10 
 

As a college student, my prized possession was an 
after-market car stereo. It was my pride and joy: 
glorious audio, eye-catching display screen, and 
multi-disc CD changer. It drained my hard-earned 
dollars, but it was totally worth it. It drenched me 
in music everywhere I drove. On Ash Wednesday 
of my senior year of college, Father Tom, the    
Jesuit priest at my university said, “Pray for God 
to tell you what he wants you to sacrifice for 
Lent.” I did. In my heart, the answer came: “Give 

up listening to your car stereo for forty days.” I winced. Not possible, I thought. 
Can’t do it. I made other plans. The next morning, I was stunned to find that my 
car had been broken into, and my fancy stereo ripped out and stolen. 

God’s command to sacrifice what we love is no joke. This week in Genesis 22, 
God says: “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. Then God said, “Take 
your son, your only son, whom you love — Isaac — and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show 
you.” Believe me, I know. We like to be in control. It chaffs us that God sets 
the terms of what we must sacrifice, and how. But this is no impersonal, tyran-
nical process. Remember that God uses their names, Abraham and Isaac. God 
knows each one of us and the precious gifts He commands us to offer. Finally, 
our sacrifices are for our own good. Do we trust this enough to do what Father 
Tom asked me to do? 

Lenten challenge: This week, I dare you to ask God: “What do you want me   
to give up?” He may ask for that which you love most. It will be something   
precious to you: time, money, a relationship, a dream, an opportunity. What 
matters is we trust Him and act sacrificially in line with His command.      
Whatever we sacrifice will of course come back to us as surely as the Risen  
Jesus — but that doesn’t make it easy.                    — Father John Muir  ©LPi  
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               Celebration of the Mass  
Monday: 8 AM; 7:30 PM; Holy Hour 6:30 PM  

Tuesday - Friday: 8 AM; Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 PM 
Sunday: 8 & 10 AM; 12, 3 (Spanish), & 6 PM 

Holy Days of Obligation: check inside bulletin for times. 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Weekdays: 7:30 AM; Saturdays: 4 PM; Sundays: 4 PM 

 

Baptism - Required Class  
First Tuesday of the month: 7:30 PM. Call parish office to register. 

 

Visitation of the Sick: Call parish office to schedule visit. 
 

Funerals: Call parish office prior to making arrangements. 
 

Marriage Prep: Call parish office at least one year prior to wedding.  
Attend mandatory orientation third Thursday of March or September at 7 PM. 

 

Quinceañera Prep: Call parish office at least one year prior to date of  
celebration. Child must be enrolled in religious education for at least one year. 

Attend mandatory orientation fourth Thursday of March or August at 7 PM. 



"You must accept your cross; 

if you bear it courageously it 

will carry you to Heaven." 
 

–St. John Vianney, 1786-1859 

Page 2     February 25, 2024      

IN OUR PARISH 

Saturday, Feb. 24  
5 PM  P. Mendoza, Sr.† by Mendoza Family 
  Israel Anthony Boswell† by Boswell Family 
 

Sunday, Feb. 25 
8 AM  Conversion of Hayden & Andrew Guidry 
  by Family 
10 AM  Teresa Robinette† by Friend of Family 
12 PM  For the Parish 
3 PM  Alicia Hinojosa† by Adelina Fritz 
6 PM  Souls in Purgatory† by Family 
 

Monday, Feb. 26 
8 AM  Jim Brasiel† by Family  
  BB* for Emmett Philip Peterson 
  by Bea Peterson 
6:30 PM Holy Hour 
7:30 PM For an End to Abortion 
   

Tuesday, Feb. 27  
8 AM  Millard Starling, Jr.† by Family 
 

Wed., Feb. 28  
8 AM  Henry Wolf† by Family 
 

Thurs., Feb. 29  
8 AM  Souls in Purgatory† by Family 

Friday, Mar. 1 *** FIRST FRIDAY *** 
  *** NO MORNING MASS *** 
5:30 PM Spanish Stations of the Cross  
7 PM  English Stations of the Cross 
7:30 PM David X. Martin† by Dcn. Jerry & Pat Kozar 
 

Saturday, Mar. 2 *** FIRST SATURDAY *** 
8 AM  Daniel R.† & Manuela M. Gonzales†;  
  Tomasa N. Cabezuela†; Sr. Victoria  
  Hernandez†; Sylvia L. Reyna; Souls in  
  Purgatory† by F. Gonzales 
5 PM  Blessings for SAMC Ladies Group 
  Retreatants by SAMC Ladies Board Mbrs 
 

Sunday, Mar. 3 
8 AM  Souls in Purgatory† by Mary Macias  
  Charlie Sievers, Jr.† by Family  
10 AM  Angelica Feliciano de Gutierrez† &  
  Jose Maria Gutierrez-Padilla†  by Family  
12 PM  Maria de Jesus Munoz† by Family  
3 PM  Inocencia Serrano† by Daughter  
6 PM  For the Parish 
 
 
                      *BB = Birthday Blessings 

Welcome! As pastor of St. Anthony Mary  
Claret Catholic Church, I want to express 
welcome from all of us to you for choosing 
to become a member of our parish family. 
We hope you will always feel at home here 
and that our worship and other parochial   
services will fulfill your spiritual needs.  

 

Please complete an online registration form at 
samcsa.com or a printed one which you can find near 
the church entrance in the narthex. Return it to the parish 
office or drop it in the collection basket at your  
convenience.  
 

I hope you feel welcome here!  
Sincerely in Christ, Rev. Jan P. Klak 

Feb. 14 attendance & collection totals  

 

Attendance    3,093 
Catholic Charities   $   2,042.00 

 
Feb. 17/18 attendance & collection totals  

 

Attendance                             3,368 
Regular Collection   $  43,119.00 
SAMC Pantry        $    6,783.49 
RE Bldg. Debt Reduction  $    3,714.97 
Candles    $       512.93 
Catholic Charities   $       300.00 
Gabriel Project    $       240.00 
Black & Native Am. Mission $ 75.00 
Rosary Makers   $         30.00 
Church in Latin America  $         10.00 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

We, the people of St. Anthony Mary Claret Parish, 
have as our mission to open our hearts and  
doors to those from all walks of life so that  

they too may share in the everlasting presence  
of God. Together we strive to grow closer to Jesus 

Christ through the Holy Eucharist. We work to  
foster the development of the parish, not only to 

strengthen our own spiritual awareness,  
but to impact the community as a whole. 

St. Anthony Mary Claret  
First Saturday Mass  

dedicated to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 

Saturday, Mar. 2; Mass: 8 AM  
followed by exposition  

of the Blessed Sacrament, rosary  
& consecration prayers 

 

NEXT BAPTISM CLASS:  
Tuesday, March 5 

7:30 PM 
RE Bldg., 1st floor 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
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RESPECT LIFE 

Seven Considerations While Navigating Infertility 
(Part 1 of 2) 

 

We often assume parenthood happens easily after “I do,” but for many married 
couples, it does not. For some, the joy of conception never happens. Others suffer 
repeated miscarriages. Still others experience secondary infertility: after giving 
birth to one or more children, they are unable to have another. 
 

The pain can become overwhelming. Social media posts of pregnancies, baby 
announcements, or pictures of newborns may intensify feelings of being alone in 
the ache for a child. Attending baby showers and being around children or preg-
nant women can be excruciating. 
 

If you experience difficulty bringing a child into your family, know that you are not alone. God is with you, and his Church 
desires to walk with you. The following suggestions may be helpful to you on this journey. 
 

1. Start with Prayer: God has a beautiful plan for your life as a married couple. Seek his guidance, and let the healing 
power of prayer, a conversation in which “heart speaks unto heart,”[1] strengthen you. Pope Francis encourages us to 
pray not only with commonly known prayers, “but also to pray in our own words.”[2]   

 

2. Connect with Others: A mentorship, a faith-based support group, or spiritual direction can offer comfort and provide 
new perspectives. Sharing your struggles with family, friends, or a therapist can also help ease the pain. Ask the saints 
for their intercession, and reflect upon the biblical stories of Sarah and Abraham, Hannah and Elkanah, and Elizabeth 
and Zechariah.[3]   

 

3. Seek to Understand the Church’s Teaching:* The sexual act expresses the marital covenant, repeating over and over 
again, “I give myself to you entirely, unreservedly, holding nothing back.” In this mutual gift of self, so all-
encompassing that it includes their potential for procreation, a husband and wife are united as one, giving full expres-
sion to their love. These two aspects of sexuality, the unitive and the procreative, are intertwined and are not meant to be 
separated. Suppressing the possibility of conception (i.e., contraceptive use) and creating life outside the marital sexual 
act (i.e., use of some reproductive technologies) both work against God’s plan for married love and the gift of life. Pope 
Francis explains that “a child deserves to be born of that love” expressed between a husband and wife in intercourse, 
“and not by any other means, for ‘he or she is not something owed … but is a gift.’”[4]  

      

4. Learn the Difference between Ethical and Unethical Interventions:* 
Applying the Church’s teaching means that, in short, procedures that introduce a third party into the process (such as 
surrogates or sperm/egg donors) are not morally acceptable. Additionally, substituting a laboratory action or anything 
else for intercourse, such as artificial insemination or in vitro fertilization (IVF), is also morally unacceptable. However, 
treatments that help facilitate conception through marital intercourse are morally ethical.  

    

To be continued in next weekend’s bulletin. 
 

*Further explanation/information in resources listed below. 
 
[1] Pope Benedict XVI, Homily at the Mass with the Beatification of Venerable Cardinal John Henry Newman on September 19, 2010, (Vatican City:  
      Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2010). 
[2] Pope Francis, General Audience, May 7, 2014, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2014). 
[3] Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-8; 1 Samuel 1:1 – 2:11, 18-21; Luke 1:5-25 
[4] Pope Francis, Amoris laetitia, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2016), nos. 80-81. 

 
*Resources: 
 

• United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Life-Giving Love in an Age of Technology. Washington, DC: United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, 2009.  

 

• Natural Family Planning Program, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. “Reproductive Technology (Evaluation and 
Treatment of Infertility): Guidelines for Catholic Couples.” Washington, DC: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2020.  

 

• Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Instruction Donum Vitae (Instruction on Respect for Human Life in Its Origin and on 
the Dignity of Procreation). Washington, DC: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1987.  

 

• Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Instruction Dignitas Personae (The Dignity of a Person). Washington, DC: United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2008.  

 

• Support ministries, articles, podcast episodes, books, and more: www.usccb.org/topics/natural-family-planning/
infertility and www.usccb.org/LifeGivingLove. 

 
 

Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.  
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PARISH NEWS 

2024 St. Anthony Mary Claret Ladies Retreat:  
A Day of Hope, Healing and Inspiration 

For women 18 & older 
March 2, 9 AM-6PM 

At St. Anthony Claret’s Msgr. Hubertus Hall 
Fee: $20, incl. lunch 

 

 Guest Speaker: Mary Jane Fox,  
cofounder, Pilgrim Center of Hope 

Topic – Serenity, Courage &  
Wisdom: Three Virtues  
in Living a Life of Hope;  

A Journey to the Heart of Jesus 
 

For info or to register, scan  
the QR code or contact  

             Marietta Johnson at  
               281-740-2370 or  
Lorraine Kenyon at 210-872-6834.  

 

Register is now through Feb. 29 
or until capacity is reached.  

 

After registering online, contact   
Marietta Johnson or Lorraine Kenyon 
to confirm your registration and make  
           your lunch selection. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Fridays: Mar. 1, 8, & 22*; 5 PM until we run out 

Msgr. Hubertus Hall; dine in or take out 
$10 for fried fish, French fries,  

hush puppies & cole slaw 
Cash, checks or credit cards accepted 
*No fish fry on Mar. 15 due to spring break. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Wedding: 
 

Michael Gordon Destefano  
& Angela Marie Ramirez  



PARISH NEWS 
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7th Grade Sanctity 
of Life Talk  

Wed., Feb, 28 
6:45-7:45 PM 

church sanctuary 
 

First Communion  
Parent Class  

Sun., Mar. 3, 1:30-2:30 PM, Msgr. Hubertus Hall 
 

Confirmation Parent Class 
Wed., Mar. 6, 6:45-7:45 PM, Msgr. Hubertus Hall 

Youth group meetings 
this Sunday,  FEB. 25  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL: 4-5:45 PM 

HIGH SCHOOOL: 7-9 PM 

        MSGR. HUBERTUS HALL 
 

JOIN US FOR FOOD, GAMES & FELLOWSHIP! 
 

For more info, contact  

Nita Feliciano at youthgroup@saclaret.com  

or 210-688-9033, x209. 

Events 

St. Anthony 
Claret Knights 
of Columbus 

Council 10090 
          
 

                  Presents 
                                                     

"The Star" 
THE STORY OF  

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 
 

Saturday, Mar. 2  
at sunset 

 

Giant screen behind  
the church 

(or in Msgr. Hubertus 
Hall in case of rain) 

 

FREE movie, hot dogs,  
popcorn, & drinks 

 

Bring your family, neighbors & lawn chairs! 

The Archbishop's Appeal for Ministries is an annual campaign that supports more than  

30 shared ministries that advance the mission of the Catholic Church in our area.  

Consider a donation so that Walking United in Christ, we can consistently care for those who 

rely upon the archdiocese and our programs for life and faith sustaining support. 
 

La Campaña del Arzobispo para los Ministerios es una campaña anual que apoya a más de 

30 ministerios compartidos que promueven la misión de la Iglesia Católica en nuestra área.  

Considere realizar un donativo, de manera que Caminando Unidos en Cristo,  

podamos cuidar constantemente de aquellos que dependen de la  

arquidiócesis y de nuestros programas para sustentar la vida y la fe. 

ARCHBISHOP’S APPEAL FOR MINISTRIES 
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Please remember this list is reserved for names of  
parishioners and immediate family only. You may submit up to 
TWO names at a time which will usually run for four weeks.  

Margaret Lucido  
Jenna Ondrusek 

Leo Garcia  
Marylen Dunk 
Rosewell Guir 
Dee Hancock 

 Tracey Kollmansberger 
Claire Shields 

Delfino (Sonny) Ramirez  
Al Mares 

Diana Martinez 
Gilbert Niedenthal 

Rodolfo Salinas 
San Juana de Lerma  

Annette D. Navarro  
 Maurice Flores 

Tony Salinas  
Fr. Patrick Martin 

George Aldaya 
Mary Helen Peterson 

Barbara Vanegas 
A.C. Garza 

Gilbert Niedenthal 
Javier & Mary Bautista 

SJS 
Jim Souhrada 

Tom Calderon Jr. 

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS! 

Javier Ramos 
God our Father, You made each of us to use our gifts 
in the Body of Christ. We ask that You inspire young 

people whom You call to the priesthood and  
consecrated life to courageously follow Your will.  
Send workers into Your great harvest so that the  
Gospel is preached, the poor are served with love,  
the suffering are comforted, and Your people are 

strengthened by the sacraments.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
We also commend to your intercession this order  

committed to the consecrated life:  
Discalced Carmelite Friars 

FAITH & PRAYER 

Pray for our local seminarians and for an increase in  
vocations to religious life. This month we especially pray for 

these two seminarians.  

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF  
OUR PARISH FAMILY 

Edgar Hernandez 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
 

Sunday 25: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/ 
Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10 

Monday 26: Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday 27: Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12 

Wednesday 28: Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday 29: Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31 
Friday 1: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/ 

Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday 2: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday 3: Ex 20:1-17/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

What do you call a Lent  
observer who is  
always hungry? 

The fasting and the furious.  

THE SUNDAY FUNNIES 

Are you or  
someone you 

know divorced,  
widowed, or  

separated and 
hurting?  

 

The March 15-17 Beginning Experience 

Weekend Retreat will help you move through 
the grief process. It offers an opportunity for 

turning the pain of loss into a growth  
experience. For more info, visit  
http://www.sanantoniobe.org/,  

call 210-724-9269, or  
e-mail sanantoniobe@yahoo.com.  
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Rutkowski 
Plumbing

Specializing in
Residential Repair

Carl Rutkowski
695-3276

Dr. Beverly Kotara Wiatrek
Therapeutic Optometrist

534-8863
3310 East Southcross

“We take
your eyes
to heart”

11624 Culebra Rd, San Antonio, TX 78253
(210) 798-8220 Ext. 10, 11, 12

www.cordi-marian.org

Affordable Advance Planning Available
Traditional Burial Plots • Family Estates • Designated Military Sect.

Cremation Niches • Infant Garden

TCT TAX SERVICE
210-670-9700
Email: gary1991@tct-sa.com

www.tcttaxpreparationsanantonio.com

Gary Carpenter
EA, NTPI Fellow

Parishioner

Tax Preparation and IRS Representation
Payroll & Business Services.

We are committed to providing you 
Funeral & Cremation services with 

Respect and Integrity.
We honor Pre-need plans from 

other funeral homes.

10901 W Loop 1604 N   •   210-756-6868
www.castleridgemortuary.com

$250.00 OFF
Any Funeral or

Cremation service,
Pre-arrangement plan.“You are with Family”

Dream Works 
Plumbing

Sam Longoria Jr
(210) 819-9353 | slongoria79@yahoo.com
Specializing in Plumbing & Drain  Repair,  

and Install Light Electrical | 10+ years

We can HELP YOU with your Personal, Business and Life Insurances! 
Home, Auto, Business Owners AND Life & Retirement planning.

Cindy Aguirre & Gus Aguirre Jr

Aguirre Agencies - 2 Locations
5805 Callaghan – 210-245-5600

cindyaguirre@allstate.com
 

2430 E. Southcross – 210-533-6770

gaguirrejr@allstate.com

Free K-12 Classical School
Coming to Northwest San Antonio

Wisdom through Wonder

ENROLL NOW
VALOREDUCATION.ORG

210-903-0383

EIGEL AGENCY
9820 Braun Rd., Suite 103
San Antonio, TX 78254
210-851-8686 - Office
www.farmersagent.com/jeigel 

JEFF EIGEL
Agency Owner, Parishioner
210-851-8124 - Direct
jeigel@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Recreation Vehicles 

Contact us today for 
personalized protection  
tailored to your unique 

needs.

Texas

CatholicMatch.com/TX

www.rpmhillcountry.com
brett@rpmhillcountry.com

210-571-1780
606 Frey St. • Boerne, TX 78006

Brett & Mary Pat Reed
Owners

Full service property management for all 
your real estate investment needs

Los resultados varían. Se requiere una consulta para 
determinar si su caso califica. Esto tiene finalidad 
meramente informativa y no constituye asesoría legal.

ABOGADA DE  
INMIGRACIÓN

REGÍSTRATE 
PARA ARREGLAR  
SIN SALIR

(877) 474-6725

AD JANITORIAL CLEANING SERVICE
We are a family owned business

in North West San Antonio.
Specializing in Commercial

and Residential & More

call or text 707-330-0725
adjanitorialca@gmail.com               Parishioner Family
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High Gear Collision
Auto Body Shop

17040 FM 1283, Mico  12 miles outside 1604 and Culebra

210- 268-8884
We treat our customers like family, providing honest

dependable work on every job we perform.
• Insurance Claims • Personal Vehicles

• Commercial Vehicles • Paintless Dent Repair
• Fleet Vehicles • Truck/Car Accessories • Chrome Shop

Proud to be your neighbor!
National Shooting Complex

(210) 688-2542
www.nationalshootingcomplex.com

“Peace begins with a smile.” ~ Mother Teresa

• No insurance? Ask about our 

   affordable in-house dental benefits

• Most dental insurances accepted

9179 Grissom Rd., Ste. 137
(At Culebra & Tezel)

(210) 522-1777
www.GiesFamilyDental.com

Lavoyger E. Gies, DDS, PA

CATERING,TAQUIZAS
  & More ALL INCLUSIVE

   All type of Parties
SAN ANTONIO,AUSTIN,CORPUS CHRISTI & all surrounding areas

please call 210-404-5160   GRACIAS

Catering

5-MINUTE
CATHOLIC APOLOGETICS

Gregory Luna, Parishioner
Subscribe Today! 

“Where 5 Min. of your time, may get you to the divine”

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Tina Watson

 
twatson@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5850

TRINITY TEAM by REAL Broker, LLC

Betty & Roger Cardona 
Realtors       

210-679-8176
cardona.realtor@gmail.com

Servicing San Antonio  
& surrounding areas

Victor Aguirre Jr.
REALTOR®, Parishioners
210.240.3098 CALL OR TEXT

vaguirre6800@gmail.com
Hablo Español

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
$1995

/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert md-medalert.com800.808.9294

CALL NOW!

The Will Lady
Wills • Trusts • Probate

Power Of Attorney

210-949-1000
The Law Office of Kathleen Cassidy Goodman, PLLC

12274 Bandera Rd., #222 • Helotes, TX 78023

KCGLaw@att.net • www.BexarLaw.com

 

Grow Your Faith classes 
Level 1 Basic & Level 2 

English • In Person 
Zoom • Saturday Retreat

Spanish • In Person

Call/Text C J Aboytes

210-843-1198

Catholic Bible Studies
@SAMC

JIM MULLEN
Ranch Sales &
Wildlife Management

210-260-4946 | QuailPro.com
Licensed by the Texas Real Estate comm.

From a
Catholic

Perspective
Annie Coffey, LPC
coffeytalkcounseling@yahoo.com

Special Pricing for all SAMC Parishioners

Jerry Macias
New Car Director | Parishioner
21315 West Interstate 10 • San Antonio, TX 78257
210-581-3331 | gmacias@npvw.com | northparkvw.com

ACCOUNTING &
BOOKKEEPING
Services Include:
• Accounts Receivable	 • Financial Statements
• Accounts Payable	 • Payroll Services
• Bank & Credit Card Reconciliation

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
210-788-9465 | rkaccting@gmail.com

www.rkaccting.com


