
GOSPEL MEDITATION: LK 1:39-45 
 

The Blessed Virgin teaches us the secret to 
being blessed, happy, and full of joy. When 
Elizabeth, her cousin, greets her, she calls 
Mary “blessed” for two reasons, her mother-
hood of Jesus, and Our Lady’s belief that 
“there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord” (Luke 1:45). 
Mary is “blessed” entirely because of her 
relationship to the Incarnation of God in Je-
sus, and for no other. This of course makes 
perfect sense, because as the Lord, as God-in
-the-flesh, her son is the source of all bless-
edness, life, and joy. Mary is blessed be-
cause of her contact with Jesus, and by her 
faith in him. 
 

So, it is with us, too. We become blessed by 
our “motherly” contact with Christ in our 
souls through baptism. He lives in us and 
grows to maturity within us. We bear him to 
the world. This requires unshakeable faith 
that his promises to us will be fulfilled, despite all the problems and difficulties that 
plague us. We become blessed, happy, and joyful in the measure that we are in contact 
with Jesus and trust in him. 
 

Advent challenges: 1.) This week go to someone who has borne the love of Jesus to 
you and tell her or him how they have been a blessing to you. 2.) Name someone in 
your life now to whom God has sent you to bring Jesus’ presence. Pray: “Lord, thank 
you for the blessing of sending me to bring your presence to this person. Help me bear 
you faithfully to him/her.    — Father John Muir  ©LPi  
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               Celebration of the Mass  
Monday: 8 AM; 7:30 PM; Holy Hour 6:30 PM  

Tuesday - Friday: 8 AM; Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 PM 
Sunday: 8 & 10 AM; 12, 3 (Spanish), & 6 PM 

Holy Days of Obligation: check inside bulletin for times. 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Weekdays: 7:30 AM; Saturdays: 4 PM; Sundays: 4 PM 

 

Baptism - Required Class  
First Tuesday of the month: 7 PM. Call parish office to register. 

 

Visitation of the Sick: Call parish office to schedule visit. 
 

Funerals: Call parish office prior to making arrangements. 
 

Marriage Prep: Call parish office at least one year prior to wedding.  
Attend mandatory orientation third Thursday of March or September at 7 PM. 

 

Quinceañera Prep: Call parish office at least one year prior to date of  
celebration. Child must be enrolled in religious education for at least one year. 

Attend mandatory orientation fourth Thursday of March or August at 7 PM. 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

We, the people of St. Anthony Mary 
Claret Parish, have as our mission  
to open our hearts and doors to  

those from all walks of life so that they 
too may share in the everlasting  

presence of God. Together we strive to 
grow closer to Jesus Christ through the 

Holy Eucharist.  We work to  
foster the development of the parish, 

not only to strengthen our own  
spiritual awareness, but to impact  

the community as a whole. 
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IN OUR PARISH 

Saturday, Dec. 21  
5 PM  Nancy Otto† by Greg Otto 
     

Sunday, Dec. 22 
8 AM  Telesfora Elvena† by Chiapoco Family  
10 AM  Eduardo Alonsa† & Concepcion De La 
  Caridad Romero† by Wife & Family 
12 PM  Phillip Hernandez† & Rafael Hernandez†  
  by Family  
3 PM  Abdullah Mustafa† by Noha Mustafa  
6 PM  Yolanda Mate Moy† by Tibe Family 
7:15 PM Advent Reconciliation (Confession) 

 

Monday, Dec. 23 
8 AM  Lee Sanders† by Bob & Marilyn Wienecke  
6:30 PM Holy Hour 
7:30 PM Clarita Darling† by Family 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 *** PARISH OFFICE CLOSED *** 
5 PM  BB* for Terry Armendariz by Teresa Revilla 
7 PM  Robert Reynolds† by Lydia Reynolds 
MIDNIGHT Norman Martin† by Dcn. Jerry & Pat Kozar 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 25 *** PARISH OFFICE CLOSED *** 
10 AM  Louis & Theresa McLain† by Mary Putz 
  Spiritual Healing/Strength for Humanity;  
  Souls in Purgatory† by M. Gonzales   

12 PM   BB* for Ashley Salazar by Teresa Revilla 
3 PM  Jessica Ann Liberty† by Mark & Nancy  
  Janysek 
 

Thursday, Dec. 26 
8 AM  Larry Joe Hartman† by Bea Peterson 
  Edward Sheals† & Maria Lopez†  
  by Alice Lopez 
   

Friday, Dec. 27  
8 AM  Gage Lopez† by Family 
  BB* for Andy Wessel by Bea Peterson 
 

Saturday, Dec. 28  
5 PM  Cynthia Vasquez† by Alaniz, Pizana &  
  Vasquez Families   

  

Sunday, Dec. 29 
8 AM  Sp. Int. for SAC Pantry Volunteers 
  by Harold Shields 
10 AM  Yolanda Mate Moy† by Genco Family 
12 PM  BB* for Mia Dumanjog by Mom & Dad  
3 PM  For the Parish 
6 PM  Poor Sinners by Family  
      
 
 
         *BB = Birthday Blessings 

Welcome! As pastor of St. Anthony Mary Claret 
Catholic Church, I want to express welcome from all 
of us to you for choosing to become a member of our 
parish family. We hope you will always feel at home 
here and that our worship and other parochial  
services will fulfill your spiritual needs.  

 

Please complete an online registration form at samcsa.com or a 
printed one which you can find near the church entrance in the 
narthex. Return it to the parish office or drop it in the collection 
basket at your convenience. I hope you feel welcome here!  
 

Dec. 7/8 attendance & collection totals 
 

Attendance              3,663 
Regular Collection   $  36,221.14 
Retired Religious  $    7,150.99 
RE Bldg. Debt Reduction $    2,095.00 
SAMC Pantry         $    1,039.98 
Candles   $        506.00 
Gabriel Project  $          75.00 
Christmas   $          45.00 
Stephen Ministry  $          20.00 
Solemnity of Mary  $          10.00 
Misc. Other Donations $  10.00 

 
 

Dec. 14/15 attendance & collection totals unavailable at 
press time. The 2nd collection Dec. 24/25 will benefit  
Assumption Seminary. Please be generous in your 

support of vocations. 

Christmas Masses 
 

TUESDAY, DEC. 24:  

5 PM, 7 PM, 12 MIDNIGHT 
 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 25:  

10 AM, 12 PM, 3 PM (SPANISH) 

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 7:15 PM  

Prepare your soul for Jesus’ arrival! 

THIS WEEK’S MASS INTENTIONS 



Fourth Sunday of Advent             Page 3 

RESPECT LIFE 

Word of Life 
 

“O Blessed Mother, at the angel’s word you went in 
haste to the aid of your cousin Elizabeth.  

Although pregnant yourself, you placed her needs before 
your own. By your example of radical solidarity,  
teach us to reverence and protect those in need,  

without conditions or expectations…  
Obtain for us the grace to bring Christ to any expectant 

mother who is alone and afraid.”  

 

— USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities: Prayer for Radical  
Solidarity (www.respectlife.org/prayer-for-radical-solidarity)  

 

Palabra De Vida 
 

“Oh, Santísima Madre, al anuncio del ángel acudiste de 
prisa a socorrer a tu prima Isabel. Aunque estabas  

embarazada, antepusiste sus necesidades a las tuyas.  
Por medio de tu ejemplo de solidaridad radical, enséña-

nos a amparar y proteger a los necesitados,  
sin condiciones ni expectativas...  

Concédenos la gracia de llevar a Cristo a cualquier  
futura madre que se encuentre sola y temerosa".  

 

     — Secretariado de Actividades Pro-Vida de la USCCB:  
      Oración por la solidaridad radical (es.respectlife.org/prayer-for-radical-solidarity)  

 

Intercessions for Life 
 

For all parents awaiting the birth of their child: may they look to the Blessed Mother and Saint 
Joseph and follow their example of cherishing and protecting human life . We pray to the Lord.  

 

Intercesiones por la Vida 
 

Por todos los padres que esperan el nacimiento de sus hijos: que miren hacia la Santísima Madre 
y San José y sigan su ejemplo de atesorar y proteger la vida humana. Roguemos al Señor. 

HOPE: an excerpt from Pope Francis’ Dec. 11 weekly general audience 
 

For Christians, he said, "hope is not an empty word, or a vague desire of ours that things 
may turn out for the best; it is a certainty, because it is founded on God's fidelity to his 
promises. This is why it is called a theological virtue: because it is infused by God and has 
God as its guarantor." 
 

Hope also is not "a passive virtue, which merely waits for things to happen," the pope said. 
Rather, "it is a supremely active virtue that helps make them happen." 
 

Pope Francis cited an unnamed writer who explained that the Holy Spirit, bearer of hope, 
"is the strength given to those who have no strength. He leads the struggle for the emanci-
pation and full realization of the people of the oppressed." 
 

At the same time, the pope said, Christian hope should be shared "with gentleness and    
reverence," as the First Letter of Peter says, "because it is not so much the strength of the arguments that will 
convince people, but rather the love that we know how to put in them. This is the first and most effective form  
of evangelization." 

 —Posted on the USCCB Website, from an article by Cindy Wooden, Catholic New Service, Vatican City 
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PARISH NEWS 

WARNING: Some parishioners  

have recently received emails  

requesting help or donations and 

falsely claiming to be from  

Fr. Jan or our deacons.  

DO NOT RESPOND OR SEND DONATIONS!  

NEVER MISS A BULLETIN!  
 

View the bulletin anytime on our  
website: http://samcsa.com/ or have it 

emailed directly to you. Go to  
parishesonline.com, locate our parish with 

the search tool and click on “subscribe.” 

La Legión de Maria les  
invita al grupo nuevo 

en español.  
 

Las reuniones son los  
jueves a las 9 AM 

en edificio E. 
 

Si tiene preguntas puede llamar  
a Maria de Lourdes:   

281-507-4822. 

THE SUNDAY FUNNIES 
 

Where do snowwomen 
like to dance? 
At snowballs. 

 
 
How do 
snowmen travel around? 
By riding an 
icicle. 
 

What do snowmen like to 
eat for breakfast?  

Frosted flakes! 

St. Anthony Claret Knights  
of Columbus #10090  
& The Gabriel Project  

     Diaper Drive 
 

During December you may donate new  
diapers to aid families in need. 

Drop your donations in the large plastic bin  
in the narthex.  

 

St. Gerard Majella, patron and protector  
of expectant mothers, pray for us. 

Your Generosity is Appreciated! 
 

 Online: samcsa.com/home/welcome/donate/ 
 Mail: 6150 Roft Road 
   San Antonio, TX 78253 
 During Mass or drop off at parish office 

 

Su Generosidad es Apreciada! 
 

 En línea: samcsa.com/home/welcome/
donate/ 

 Correo: 6150 Roft Road,  
   San Antonio, TX 78253 
 Durante la misa o dejándolo en la oficina parroquia 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Wedding:  
David Enrique Arostegui &  

Miriam Graciela Gonzalez Martinez 

http://samcsa.com/
http://contact.4lpi.com/v14g0PJz0KuIVZCZM01w002
https://samcsa.com/home/welcome/donate/
https://samcsa.com/home/welcome/donate/
https://samcsa.com/home/welcome/donate/
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EARLY BIRD PRICING  

for Saturday, Feb. 15, 2025 

Sweetheart Mass  & Reception 

(Mass & renewal of  wedding vows   

followed by a  reception/dance  

in Msgr. Hubertus Hall ) 

 

$100/couple if you purchase online   

Now through Dec. 31 at the parish website: 

www.samcsa.com. In the “description” field, type 

“Sweetheart Mass/Reception.”  

After Dec. 31, price increases to $120. 

A Special Invitation from the  
St. Anthony Claret Two Hearts 

Charismatic Prayer Group  
 

Need a New Years resolution? Join the 
Two Hearts Charismatic Prayer Group! 

 

A charismatic prayer group is a  
witness to the presence of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives. It operates in the power that 

was unleashed at Pentecost when God poured out His 
Spirit upon the Apostles and disciples in the upper 

room. We as believers have this same power.  
 

Learn how to use the gifts, fruits, and charisms offered 
through the Holy Spirit. Enter the presence of God 

through praise and worship, grow in knowledge of our 
faith by listening to various teachings, make  
scripture and the sacraments come alive, and  

evangelize and serve others with love.   
Come together in prayer with a community of  

believers using the gifts God has given us. 
 

NEXT MEETING: Wed., Jan. 8 in the pavilion. 

Learn Natural Family Planning (NFP) as 
taught by The Couple to Couple League.*  

 

99% effective! NFP is not the old Calendar 
Rhythm method!  

 

Learn about the beauty of fertility through the eyes of 
St. JPII's Theology of the Body while building  

intimacy and increasing communication in your  
marriage. Couples will learn to track their natural  

cycle without harmful artificial hormones. This  
method is equally effective for couples who want to 

avoid or achieve pregnancy. Share the responsibility for 
your family planning using this scientifically based, 

medically safe and only method morally  
accepted by the Catholic Church.  

 

 Next live class at our parish: Sunday, Jan. 12.  
 

You must register prior 
to class at ccli.org.  

For more info, email 
Chris or Nicole Glowe at 
nfpglowe@yahoo.com. 

 
 

* Required course for all cou-
ples marrying in our parish. 

JANUARY BAPTISM CLASS 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 7 
7 PM, RE Bldg., 1st floor 

LINE DANCING! 
Tuesdays 

10-11:30 AM  
Msgr. Hubertus Hall 

 

No line dancing Dec. 24. 
Yes, we will have line dancing Dec. 31 

Questions? Contact Helen 210-865-1214.  

mailto:nfpglowe@yahoo.com
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NOTE: All names that have been running for longer than  
4 weeks will run through the end of December 2024 and then 

be removed. If there is a need tor them to run longer,  
contact the parish office.  

 

This list is reserved for names of parishioners and immediate 
family only. You may submit up to TWO names at a time 

which will usually run for four weeks.  

Virginia Keller 
Jo Ann Garza 

Deacon Jerry Kozar 
John Fischer  

Gilbert Tobias  
David Curry 

Alejandro De Luna 
 Tracey Kollmansberger 

Al Mares 
Marylen Dunk  

Diana & Juan Martinez 
Rodolfo Salinas 

San Juana de Lerma  

Annette D. Navarro  
 Maurice Flores 

Tony Salinas  
Fr. Patrick Martin 

George Aldaya 
Mary Helen Peterson 

Barbara Vanegas 
A.C. Garza 

Gilbert Niedenthal 
Javier & Mary Bautista 

SJS 
Jim Souhrada 

Tom Calderon Jr. 

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS! 
FAITH & PRAYER 

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF  
OUR PARISH FAMILY 

Javier Ramos  

We also commend to your intercession this order  
committed to the consecrated life:  Congregation of the Sisters 

of Charity of the Incarnate Word. 

Daniel Delgado-Acosta  

Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd, may young people in our 
parish hear your call and follow your voice as they dis-

cern their vocations. Lead your people to heaven 
through the ministry of holy priests and consecrated 

men and women. Jesus, we trust in you! Amen. 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
 

Sunday 22: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 
Monday 23: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 

Tuesday 24: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/
Mt 1:1-25  

Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14  
Wednesday 25: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 
Thursday 26: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 

Friday 27: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Saturday 28: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18 

Sunday 29: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/
Lk 2:41-52 

ST. STEPHEN | FEAST DAY: DECEMBER 26 

 

The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of St. Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr. A man filled with grace and power, he 

worked great wonders among the people. Some Jews debated 
with St. Stephen but could not match his wisdom and spirit. 
Eventually, a charge of blasphemy was brought up against 

him, and the local population demanded that he be tried and 
sentenced. He was seized and carried before the Sanhedrin. 

Despite the danger he faced, in front of the Sanhedrin and his 
accusers, St. Stephen gave a long speech about the history of 
Israel and the blessings that God had given upon His chosen 
people. He talked about how Israel had become disobedient 
despite God’s abundant mercy. This enraged his accusers,   

and eventually the crowd dragged him out of the city           
and stoned him to death. 

Even in his final moments, St. Stephen displayed great        
forgiveness and even asked God not to hold the sins of his      
attackers against them. Hundreds of years after his death,     
he is still a role model for us to follow.     ©LPi 

Pray for an increase in vocations to religious life. This 
month we especially pray for these two local seminarians.  
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Rutkowski 
Plumbing

Specializing in
Residential Repair

Carl Rutkowski
695-3276

Dr. Beverly Kotara Wiatrek
Therapeutic Optometrist

534-8863
3310 East Southcross

“We take
your eyes
to heart”

TCT TAX SERVICE
210-670-9700
Email: gary1991@tct-sa.com

www.tcttaxpreparationsanantonio.com

Gary Carpenter
EA, NTPI Fellow

Parishioner

Tax Preparation and IRS Representation
Payroll & Business Services.

We are committed to providing you 
Funeral & Cremation services with 

Respect and Integrity.
We honor Pre-need plans from 

other funeral homes.

10901 W Loop 1604 N   •   210-756-6868
www.castleridgemortuary.com

$250.00 OFF
Any Funeral or

Cremation service,
Pre-arrangement plan.“You are with Family”

We can HELP YOU with your Personal, Business and Life Insurances! 
Home, Auto, Business Owners AND Life & Retirement planning.

Cindy Aguirre & Gus Aguirre Jr

Aguirre Agencies - 2 Locations
5805 Callaghan – 210-245-5600

cindyaguirre@allstate.com
 

2430 E. Southcross – 210-533-6770

gaguirrejr@allstate.com

Free K-12 Classical School
Coming to Northwest San Antonio

Wisdom through Wonder

ENROLL NOW
VALOREDUCATION.ORG

210-903-0383

EIGEL AGENCY
9820 Braun Rd., Suite 103
San Antonio, TX 78254
210-851-8686 - Office
www.farmersagent.com/jeigel 

JEFF EIGEL
Agency Owner, Parishioner
210-851-8124 - Direct
jeigel@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Recreation Vehicles 

Contact us today for 
personalized protection  
tailored to your unique 

needs.

Texas

CatholicMatch.com/TX

Los resultados varían. Se requiere una consulta para 
determinar si su caso califica. Esto tiene finalidad 
meramente informativa y no constituye asesoría legal.

ABOGADA DE  
INMIGRACIÓN

REGÍSTRATE 
PARA ARREGLAR  
SIN SALIR

(877) 474-6725

AD JANITORIAL CLEANING SERVICE
We are a family owned business

in North West San Antonio.
Specializing in Commercial

and Residential & More

call or text 707-330-0725
adjanitorialca@gmail.com               Parishioner Family

Dream Works
Plumbing
Sam Longoria Jr

(210) 819-9353        slongoria79@yahoo.com
Specializing in Plumbing & Drain Repair,  

& Install Light Electrical | 10+ years

15% Off All Plumbing Needs

FOR SALE
DOUBLE BURIAL PLOT

BIG DISCOUNT.
The double plots are in a beautiful and serene 

landscape a few steps from the Holy Family 
Pavilion located at  Resurrection Cemetery

11624 Culebra, San Antonio, TX.
Comes with an upright Granite Headstone 

and Granite Bench.
Call or text Robbie Placino (214) 317-0964

JAY REBALDO, MBA, GRI
REALTOR®

(210) 887-1081
jrebaldo@kw.com

BUYING  |  SELLING | INVESTING
“It’s my honor to 
serve your family.”
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Proud to be your neighbor!
National Shooting Complex

(210) 688-2542
www.nationalshootingcomplex.com

December 3rd
2024

tpms.igivecatholic.org

“Peace begins with a smile.” ~ Mother Teresa

• No insurance? Ask about our 

   affordable in-house dental benefits

• Most dental insurances accepted

9179 Grissom Rd., Ste. 137
(At Culebra & Tezel)

(210) 522-1777
www.GiesFamilyDental.com

Lavoyger E. Gies, DDS, PA

5-MINUTE
CATHOLIC APOLOGETICS

Gregory Luna, Parishioner
Subscribe Today! 

“Where 5 Min. of your time, may get you to the divine”

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
$1995

/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert md-medalert.com800.808.9294

CALL NOW!

The Will Lady
Wills • Trusts • Probate

Power Of Attorney

210-949-1000
The Law Office of Kathleen Cassidy Goodman, PLLC

12274 Bandera Rd., #222 • Helotes, TX 78023

KCGLaw@att.net • www.BexarLaw.com

 

Grow Your Faith classes 
Level 1 Basic & Level 2 

English • In Person 
Zoom • Saturday Retreat

Spanish • In Person

Call/Text C J Aboytes

210-843-1198

Catholic Bible Studies
@SAMC

JIM MULLEN
Ranch Sales &
Wildlife Management

210-260-4946 | QuailPro.com
Licensed by the Texas Real Estate comm.

Special Pricing for all SAMC Parishioners

Jerry Macias
New Car Director | Parishioner
21315 West Interstate 10 • San Antonio, TX 78257
210-581-3331 | gmacias@npvw.com | northparkvw.com

BOOKKEEPING
Services Include:
• Accounts Receivable	 • Financial Statements
• Accounts Payable	 • Payroll Services
• Bank & Credit Card Reconciliation

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
210-788-9465 | info@rkbookkeepingtx.com

www.rkbookkeepingtx.com

Jimmy Vasquez – Owner | Vasquez Parishioner Family

Asphalt Driveways & Overlays • Full Depth Repairs
Patch Work • Seal Coat • Miling Service
Chip Sealing • Concrete Form Setting

(210) 286-5057  1108 Creek Cabin • San Antonio, TX

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Jon Becker
 

Jbecker@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2536

Specializing in ADHD, Depression, Anxiety and Couples Counseling
accepting new clients online or in-person session
Hablamos español
Sana Counseling Services, PLLC
San Juanita Pate - Licensed Professional Counselor
    210-802-2194     JuanitaPate@SanaCounselingServices.com
       www.SanaCounselingServices.com

I will contribute $100 to St. 
Anthony Mary Claret for all member 

transactions who buy or sell with me!

210-316-4679
realtor443@gmail.com 
realtorbydelia.com

Delia Finley 

Parishioner

Sam Longoria 
Agent

11026 Culebra Road, Suite 105 
San Antonio, TX 78253 

210-433-3264 

saminsures.com


