
 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
LUKE 10:25-37 

 

One of my close friends is a hermit priest who 
lives on a desert mountain. Recently I found 

myself in a group conversation about him. One 
vehemently objected, “What does he do up 

there all day? Nothing! Priests are down here 
working, running parishes, making a difference, 

and he…he is doing nothing! What a waste.” 
The words dripped with indignation and 

resentment. Most of the group quietly nodded 
in silent agreement. Were they correct? 

 
No! To see why, consider a similar scenario in this week’s gospel. Jesus visits 

his friends Martha and Mary. A hardworking and exasperated Martha complains 
to Jesus that her sister is attending to him rather than to urgent household tasks. 

Our Lord, rather than praising hospitality, explicitly celebrates the less-
productive sister for doing the “one necessary thing.” He praises her for she “has 

chosen the better part” (Luke 10:42). Mary is busy doing what matters. 
 

Before we freak out like Martha, consider that all work–domestic, manual, 
professional, ministerial, contemplative–is done to help us (sooner or later) to 
experience the love that makes us happy. We should be thankful for those who 

focus on the “better part” of radical, ceaseless prayer. They invite us to 
remember the purpose of all work is the enjoyment of love. Contemplatives, 

hermits, anyone fervently committed to prayer–they invite us to cast aside our 
forgetful, resentful, and self-aggrandizing attitudes in exchange for hearts ready 

to do what is finally necessary. 
— Father John Muir 
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July 20, 2025  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Celebration of the Mass  
Monday: 8 AM; 7:30 PM; Holy Hour 6:30 PM  

Tuesday - Friday: 8 AM; Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 PM 
Sunday: 8 & 10 AM; 12, 3 (Spanish) & 6 PM 

Holy Days of Obligation: check inside bulletin for times. 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Weekdays: 7:30 AM; Saturdays: 4 PM.  

Sundays: 4 PM only if a priest is available. 
 

Baptism - Required Class  
First Tuesday of the month: 7 PM. Call parish office to register. 

 

Visitation of the Sick: Call parish office to schedule visit. 
 

Funerals: Call parish office prior to making arrangements. 
 

Marriage Prep: Call parish office at least one year prior to wedding.  
Attend mandatory orientation third Thursday of March or September at 7 PM. 

 

Quinceañera Prep: Call parish office at least one year prior to date of  
celebration. Child must be enrolled in religious education for at least one year.  

Attend mandatory orientation fourth Thursday of March or August at 7 PM. 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

We, the people of St. Anthony Mary  
Claret Parish, have as our mission to  
open our hearts and doors to those  

from all walks of life so that they too may 
share in the everlasting presence of God.  
Together we strive to grow closer to Jesus 

Christ through the Holy Eucharist.  
We work to foster the development of the 
parish, not only to strengthen our own spir-

itual awareness, but to impact  
the community as a whole. 
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IN OUR PARISH 

Saturday, July 19 
5 PM  Lee & Steve Sanders (D) by the Family 
  Charles Canestro (D) by Donna Feerst 
 
Sunday, July 20 
8 AM  Francis Pimental (D) by the Olech Family 
10 AM  Margaret & Albert Suarez (D),  
  Alan J. Ponce (D) and Healing for  
  Nathan & Anthony Ponce by Alma Ponce 
12 PM  Julia Garza (D) by Felipe & Elena Aguillon 
3 PM  David Franco (D) by Victor & Juana Flores 
6 PM  For the Parish 
 
Monday, July 21 
8 AM  Anna Shearer (BB) by Bea Peterson 
  and 
  Gilda Rodriguez (D) by Phil Ubajaka 
6:30 PM Holy Hour 
7:30 PM Mary Ella McBrearty (D) by Ann 
  Marie Cerwin 
 
Tuesday, July 22 
8 AM  Gary & Maria Carpenter (Blessings)  
  by Friends 
 
Wednesday, July 23 
8 AM  Mandy Francisco (D) by the Lagura- 
  Francisco Families  

Thursday, July 24 
8 AM  Barbara Tomaskovic (D) by the  
  Naines Family  
 
Friday, July 25 
8 AM  The Most Forgotten Soul in Purgatory 
  (D) by Maria Mikula  
     
Saturday, July 26 
5 PM  Dee Hancock (D) by the Family 
  and 
  Mary Putz (Health) by Genevieve 
  Roberts  
 
Sunday, July 27 
8 AM  Andrea Fernandes (BB) by the Family 
10 AM  Christopher & Elizabeth Gruver (ANV) 
  by the Family  
12 PM  Joe B. Alcantar (D) by the Family  
3 PM  Rodolfo Alvarez (D) by Victor & Juana 
  Flores 
  and 
  Rosario Huemer (D) by Felipe Forero 
6 PM  For the Parish 
 
 
          BB = Birthday Blessings 

As pastor of Saint Anthony Mary Claret  
Catholic Church, I want to express welcome 
from all of us to you for choosing to become a 
member of our parish family. We hope you will 
always feel at home here and that our worship 
and other parochial services will fulfill your 
spiritual needs.  

 

Please complete an online registration form at samcsa.com  
or a printed one which you can find near the church entrance 
in the narthex. Return it to the parish office or drop it in the 
collection basket at your convenience.  
 

I hope you feel welcome here!  
 

Sincerely in Christ, Rev. Jan P. Klak 

THIS WEEK’S MASS INTENTIONS 

  
July 12-13, 2025 
  
Attendance   3,826 
  
Regular Collection  $ 38,492.38 
RE Debt Reduction  $   1,845.00 
SAMC Pantry   $      736.73 
Peter’s Pence  $   1,040.00 
Candles   $      444.10 
Gabriel Project  $        50.00 
Holyland   $        10.00      
Flood Disaster Relief $      180.00  



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time             Page 3 

RESPECT LIFE 

How Natural Family Planning Changed My Life  

By Dawn Farias  
 

As a child I was baptized Catholic, but essentially grew up with no religious practice. As a married adult, I reentered 
the Church, and soon after felt a tugging at my heart to stop practicing contraception. At that time, I did not know about 
Natural Family Planning (NFP). More basic, I did not know about Church teachings on the moral practice of family 
planning. What I would learn about God’s design for my married life and through the practice of NFP would change my 
life.  
 

True Freedom and Openness to Life  
When my husband, Ariel and I took an NFP class, I have to admit that I was scared. Giving up control, was frightening! 

It was one thing to be committed to an ideal, but something quite different to follow through on it. It definitely involved a 
leap of faith! Over time and with some experience, I began to appreciate the gift and beauty of NFP.  

In practicing NFP, my husband and I must decide if we, as a couple, are ready to embrace the possibility of a new life 
in each menstrual cycle. When we had used contraception, we ignored this reality. With NFP we could not ignore how God 
made us— as a man and a woman. NFP helped us understand the relationship that God designed between the marital act 
and procreation. It has made us “open to life.” It even brought our last two children into the family!  
 

The Gift of Self  
In using NFP over the years both my husband and I, now see that we give ourselves to each other fully in the marital 

act. For us, the idea of contraception has become almost vulgar. It cheapens the marital act. Contraception seems to say: 
“I love you, honey, but I don't love you THAT much.”  

NFP also guards against the objectification of the woman in the relationship. Contraception often keeps the woman in 
a defensive position because it allows “intimacy on demand.” NFP does not allow this because of the practice of periodic 
abstinence when not seeking a pregnancy. A deeper equality between husband and wife can be nurtured with NFP. NFP 
begins the process of this awareness.  
 

Growing together in holiness  
The sacrifices that NFP entails have only served to make me a better person and more devoted to the Lord. Without 

knowing it, using contraception promotes the idea that children are a burden. Children do require lots of work, and 
pregnancy demands its own set of sacrifices, but NFP has helped me meet these challenges by leading me to the 
realization that children are God’s blessings. I am constantly forced to pray, change, make concessions and find solutions 
to the selfishness and laziness that come up often when meeting the needs of others.  

Today, I am confident that had I not been open to life in the practice of NFP, I would not have needed to depend on 
God, and not have grown as a person. This growth benefits my family and the people I meet in everyday life. Jesus calls 
us to serve others. Marriage and parenthood are ways we can immediately apply this call in our lives. NFP has led me to 
be more open to life, more aware of God's design for intimacy in marriage, more dependent on Him to fulfill these plans. It 
has strengthened my relationship with my husband, given me personal insight and it has given our children life!  
 

Dawn and her husband, Ariel Farias have four children and live in the Archdiocese of San Antonio.  
You can read more thoughts from Dawn at www.sufficientfortoday.com.  
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PARISH NEWS 

 

NOW HIRING: 
Music Leader & Pianist 

 
 

For more information, contact  
Paul Rauschhuber at 210-865-4717  
or prauschhuber@yahoo.com 
 

Apply online at 
www.archsa.org/getinvolved/employment 

Your Generosity is Appreciated! 
Su Generosidad es Apreciada! 
 

Online | En Línea: samcsa.com/home/welcome/donate/ 
Mail | Correo: 6150 Roft Road, San Antonio, TX 78253 
In Person: At Mass or Drop off at Parish Office 
En Persona: Durante Misa o Dejándolo en la Oficina Parroquia 

 

School Supplies 
for SAC Pantry 

 

SAC Pantry is collecting 
supplies suitable for grades  

K-12 such as: 
Crayons, Glue Sticks, 
Pencils, Paper, etc. 

*They already have backpacks, 
focus on consumables! 

 

Place Donations in the  
GREY BIN in the Narthex 

SAC PAntry 

 
SPAGHETTI PLATE SALE 

 

Sunday, Aug. 10 
9 AM – 1:30 PM 

Msgr. Hubertus Hall 
 

$10: cash, checks  
$10.50: credit cards  

 

Young Adults, come to discuss theology and 
living out the faith in a modern society 

while enjoying a beer or coffee 
 

July 24 @ 7pm Refuge Coffee + Beer Garden 
11011 Shaenfield Rd, San Antonio, Tx 78253 
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WARNING: Some parishioners have received emails 
requesting donations while falsely 
claiming to be from Fr. Jan or our deacons  
DO NOT RESPOND!  
DO NOT SEND DONATIONS!  

View the bulletin any time on our website:  
http://samcsa.com/  
 

Or have it emailed directly to you!  
Go to parishesonline.com,  
locate our parish with the search tool and  
click “subscribe.” 

The Sunday Funnies 

 

“Come and See” 
Sponsored by Stephen Ministry 

 Thursday, July 31st 2025, 7-8:30 PM  
Msgr. Hubertus Hall 

 
We invite all Young adults to explore how God is present, and actively waiting 

for each of us at our “Come and See” Gathering. 
 

Inspired by Jesus’ words in John 1:39, take this opportunity to step closer to 
God and to discover a faith that is real and personal. This is a safe space for 

honest questions, reflections and a loving community.  
 

Whether you already feel a deep devotion to God or are questioning your faith, 
know that He is ready to meet you where you are.  

 

Experience the Living God for Yourself! 
Even Better, Bring a Friend For Double the Experience! 

RSVP to Corrina Lopez at 210-861-6917 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Ladies of Saint Anthony Mary Claret Ministry  
 

Invite you to join in sharing friendship & fellowship 
at our Monthly Luncheon Meeting on 

Sunday, July 20 at 12:00 Noon in Hubertus Hall 
This month we will be making Rosaries and Learning the History of it. 

New Members ages 18 & Older are Always Welcome. 
For more information or to RSVP, please contact  
Lorraine at 210-872-6834 or Liz at 210-842-5932 
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This list is reserved for names of parishioners and immediate  
 

family only. You may submit up to TWO names at a time  
 

which will usually run for four weeks. 

Alejandro De Luna 
Marilyn Dunk  
Virginia Keller 
Jo Ann Garza 

Deacon Jerry Kozar 
Al Mares 

Diana & Juan Martinez 
Rodolfo Salinas 

Annette D. Navarro  
 Maurice Flores 

Tony Salinas  

Fr. Patrick Martin 
Barbara Vanegas 

Gilbert Niedenthal 
Javier & Mary Bautista 

SJS 
Tom Calderon Jr. 

John York 
Alice Lopez  

Jimmy Herron 
Tomas Ortiz  
Ashley Cerna  

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS! 

FAITH & PRAYER 

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF  
OUR PARISH FAMILY 

         Ulengabo Mangye                   Zachary Selig  

Loving and gracious God, your son Jesus reminded us:  
“To love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12). 

May we never forget Jesus’ words in all that we do. 
We pray for an increase of vocations to the priesthood,  

diaconate and consecrated life in the Archdiocese of  
San Antonio. Give us the gifts of the Holy Spirit so we can 
serve you more faithfully in our own vocations of married, 

single, religious or priestly life. Help us to support one  
another in our vocations and to work together to build up 

your kingdom here on earth. Amen. 

Saint  
Charbel Makhlouf 

July 24 
Saint Charbel (May 8, 1828 – 
December 24, 1898) was 
born Joseph Zaroun Makhlouf 
in the Lebanese mountain 
village of Beka-Kafra, the 
youngest of five children. When he was only three years old, his father died. As a child 
and youth, he took care of the family cow and spent much of his time in the countryside 
in quiet contemplation. In fact, he was so pious the villagers called him “the saint.” 

Against the wishes of his mother and uncle, he left home in 1851, traveling on foot to the Maronite Monastery of Our 
Lady of Mayfouk to join the monks there. Upon entering the order, the saint chose the name Charbel (or Sharbel) in 
honor of a second century martyr. 
 

In 1853, Saint Charbel joined the Monastery of Saint Maron at Annaya where he professed 
his final vows and was ordained 1859. He lived and worked at the monastery until 1875 
when he requested to go live as a hermit like his maternal uncles. Initially denied the 
request, he was granted permission after the lamp in his cell miraculously burned for hours 
without oil. In his life as a hermit, Saint Charbel practiced severe bodily mortifications, 
eating and sleeping little, wearing a hair shirt, and sleeping on the hard ground. He 
performed many miraculous works in his lifetime, was renowned for healing, casting out 
demons, and levitating during prayer.  
 

Saint Charbel had a deep personal love of God’s Eucharistic presence, and it was while he was 
saying Mass at the age of 70, as he held up the host, that he suffered a stroke and died several 
days later. Millions have visited his tomb and sought and received his intercession, even those 
of other faiths. Pope Paul VI beatified Saint Charbel in 1965 and canonized him 12 years later. 
He is the patron of Lebanon. Saint Charbel Makhlouf, pray for us! 

 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS 
 

Sunday 20: Gen 18:1-10a | Col 1:24-28  
Luke 10:38-42 

 

Monday 21: Ex 14:5-8 | Matt 12:38-42 
 

Tuesday 22: 2 Cor 5:14-17 | John 20:1-2, 11-18 
 

Wednesday 23: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15 | Matt 13:1-9  
 

Thursday 24: Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b 
Matt 13:10-17 

 

Friday 25: 2 Cor 4:7-15 | Matt 20:20-28   

Saturday 26: Ex 24:3-8 | Matt 13:24-30 
 

Sunday 27: Gen 18:20-32 | Col 2:12-14 
Luke 11:1-13 

 

Pray for an increase in vocations to religious life. This month 
we especially pray for these two local seminarians.  

We also commend to your intercession this  
order committed to the consecrated life:   

The Congregation of the Mission 
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Rutkowski 
Plumbing

Specializing in
Residential Repair

Carl Rutkowski
695-3276

Dr. Beverly Kotara Wiatrek
Therapeutic Optometrist

534-8863
3310 East Southcross

“We take
your eyes
to heart”

TCT TAX SERVICE
210-670-9700
Email: gary1991@tct-sa.com

www.tcttaxpreparationsanantonio.com

Gary Carpenter
EA, NTPI Fellow

Parishioner

Tax Preparation and IRS Representation
Payroll & Business Services.

We are committed to providing you 
Funeral & Cremation services with 

Respect and Integrity.
We honor Pre-need plans from 

other funeral homes.

10901 W Loop 1604 N   •   210-756-6868
www.castleridgemortuary.com

$250.00 OFF
Any Funeral or

Cremation service,
Pre-arrangement plan.“You are with Family”

Free K-12 Classical School
Coming to Northwest San Antonio

Wisdom through Wonder

ENROLL NOW
VALOREDUCATION.ORG

210-903-0383

AD JANITORIAL CLEANING SERVICE
We are a family owned business

in North West San Antonio.
Specializing in Commercial

and Residential & More

call or text 707-330-0725
adjanitorialca@gmail.com               Parishioner Family

Dream Works
Plumbing
Sam Longoria Jr

(210) 819-9353        slongoria79@yahoo.com
Specializing in Plumbing & Drain Repair,  

& Install Light Electrical | 10+ years

15% Off All Plumbing Needs

JAY REBALDO, MBA, GRI
REALTOR®

(210) 887-1081
jrebaldo@kw.com

BUYING  |  SELLING | INVESTING
“It’s my honor to 
serve your family.”

11624 Culebra Rd, San Antonio, TX 78253
(210) 798-8220 Ext. 10, 11, 12

www.cordi-marian.org

Affordable Advance Planning Available
Traditional Burial Plots • Family Estates • Designated Military Sect.

Cremation Niches • Infant Garden

FREE INSPECTIONS

WWW.MAGNUMROOFINGLLC.COM
Jesse Ruiz, Owner

Cell: 210-347-5891 • 210-452-5886
Jesse.Ruiz@MagnumRoofingllc.com

¡Yo quiero que el próximo
MILAGRO SEA EL TUYO!™
ESCANEA y AGENDA
tu consulta.

¿QUIERES PROTECCIÓN,
PERMISO Y PAPELES®?

LLAMA AHORA ALLLAMA AHORA AL

(830) 730-5573(830) 730-5573
Abogada Alexandra
Abogada de Inmigración

San Antonio, TX:
420, 8876 Gulf Fwy • Houston, TX. 77017

EIGEL AGENCY
9820 Braun Rd., Suite 103
San Antonio, TX 78254
210-851-8686 - Office
www.farmersagent.com/jeigel 

JEFF EIGEL
Agency Owner, Parishioner
210-851-8124 - Direct
jeigel@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Recreation Vehicles 

Contact us today 
for personalized 

protection  
tailored to your 
unique needs.

210-454-3531
designhvac.net

19303 ATOKO WAY
SAN ANTONIO TX 78256

INSTALLATION & REPAIR

HEATING AND  
AIR CONDITIONING

FREE ESTIMATES
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Jon Becker
 

Jbecker@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2536
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Proud to be your neighbor!
National Shooting Complex

(210) 688-2542
www.nationalshootingcomplex.com

“Peace begins with a smile.” ~ Mother Teresa

• No insurance? Ask about our 

   affordable in-house dental benefits

• Most dental insurances accepted

9179 Grissom Rd., Ste. 137
(At Culebra & Tezel)

(210) 522-1777
www.GiesFamilyDental.com

Lavoyger E. Gies, DDS, PA

5-MINUTE
CATHOLIC APOLOGETICS

Gregory Luna, Parishioner
Subscribe Today! 

“Where 5 Min. of your time, may get you to the divine”

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
$1995

/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert md-medalert.com800.808.9294

CALL NOW!

 

Grow Your Faith classes 
Level 1 Basic & Level 2 

English • In Person 
Zoom • Saturday Retreat

Spanish • In Person

Call/Text C J Aboytes

210-843-1198

Catholic Bible Studies
@SAMC

JIM MULLEN
Ranch Sales &
Wildlife Management

210-260-4946 | QuailPro.com
Licensed by the Texas Real Estate comm.

Special Pricing for all SAMC Parishioners

Jerry Macias
New Car Director | Parishioner
21315 West Interstate 10 • San Antonio, TX 78257
210-581-3331 | gmacias@npvw.com | northparkvw.com

Specializing in ADHD, Depression, Anxiety and Couples Counseling
accepting new clients online or in-person session
Hablamos español
Sana Counseling Services, PLLC
San Juanita Pate - Licensed Professional Counselor
    210-802-2194     JuanitaPate@SanaCounselingServices.com
       www.SanaCounselingServices.com

Sam Longoria 
Agent

11026 Culebra Road, Suite 105 
San Antonio, TX 78253 

210-433-3264 

saminsures.com

Patios • Outdoor Kitchens • Xeriscape Patios • Outdoor Kitchens • Xeriscape 
Spring Cleanup • Retaining Walls • Fire PitsSpring Cleanup • Retaining Walls • Fire Pits

Jesse Ramirez – Parishioner Jesse Ramirez – Parishioner 

www.TexasJC.com   210.823.8038

JC LANDSCAPINGJC LANDSCAPING
 & MASONRY & MASONRY

Check out our Before & After Pictures!Check out our Before & After Pictures!

The Will Lady
Wills • Trusts • Probate

Power Of Attorney

210-949-1000
The Law Office of Kathleen Cassidy Goodman, PLLC

12274 Bandera Rd., #222 • Helotes, TX 78023

KCGLaw@att.net • www.BexarLaw.com

San Antonio ofrece un programa para 
compradores de casa por 1a vez!

Cero cuota inicial,  cero gasto de cierre en 
casas nuevas o usadas. 

Ciudadanos y residentes pueden aplicar.

210-316-4679
realtor443@gmail.com 
realtorbydelia.com

Delia Finley 

Parishioner

Priscilla Vargas
 Independent Sales Director
Serving San Antonio, Bexar, Comal, Boerne, 

surrounding Counties & USA
210-823-6673 • Offering Free Facials

priscillaspowerhouse@gmail.com
www.marykay.com/powerhouse

Se habla Español

We can HELP YOU with your Personal, Business and Life Insurances! 
Home, Auto, Business Owners AND Life & Retirement planning.

Cindy Aguirre & Gus Aguirre Jr

Aguirre Agencies - 2 Locations
5805 Callaghan – 210-245-5600

cindyaguirre@allstate.com
 

2430 E. Southcross – 210-533-6770

gaguirrejr@allstate.com

• Fully Furnished 
Private Suites

• In-Room
Call System

• Motion
Detection
Technology

• Chef-Inspired Healthy Meals
• Holistic Wellness Program
• Robust Activity Calendar
• All Inclusive Care Rate
• Lifetime Rate Lock
13926 Appleton Way • San Antonio, TX

210-870-6389 • Parishioner

MORRIS MANOR
SENIOR CARE

Mario Esquivel
Owner Operator
Email- me@rvrcitymow.com

Lawncare and
Landscaping Services
Junk Hauling/Removal


